THE SPEECH OF Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nguyen Hong Son- VICE RECTOR 

OF College of Economics - Vietnam National University, Hanoi
AT OITA UNIVERSITY (JAPAN), OCTOBER 2009

- Dean of Faculty of Economics, Oita University!
- Prof. Norio Shimoda!

- Prof. Mitsuo Ezaki!

- Dear colleagues!

- Beloved students, Ladies and Gentlemen!

First of all, on behalf of the Board of Director of College of Economics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, I would like to express my big thanks for invitation from Prof. Norio Shimoda to our delegate to visit Faculty of Economics, Oita University to discuss on collaborative possibilities between two institutions. More over, I would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Norio Shimoda for his providing us the opportunity to talk with you about Vietnam’s economy.
As you know, at any university, the most important people are not President, Vice President, Dean, assistances of the faculties of the university. But, the most important people at any university is you – beloved students. Therefore, we are very honor to be here and talk to you about Vietnam’s economy, one of the most dynamic economies in South East Asia. The economy is in the transition period from central-planning economy to market economy. Vietnam’s economy is in deeply integration to regional and international economy with many opportunities in combination with challenges.
Some challenges include low level of development; low competitiveness; backward infrastructure and under skilled workers…
However, the labor force is hard working, flexible and adaptive; abundant of natural resources; long sea coast (3000km) and strategic geographical location between China and South East Asia; strong willingness for development to catch up with other developed countries; political stability…
In short, Vietnam has a favorable environment for business. I hope in the near future, after graduation, some of you will come to Vietnam to take these opportunities and encounter the challenges in order to benefit yourself, and to contribute to Vietnam’s economic development.

I am not quite sure, but I believe that some of you may have heard about Vietnam’s economy through the media which is outside vision. Nowaday, you would have some information about our economy from inside vision, and I hope you will enjoy it.
To conclude, I would like to inform you that the College of Economics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi and Oita University have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and this lecture is the first but very important step of the realization of the MOU. I believe that these similar activities will be more regular in the future. On behalf of the Board of director of College of Economics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, I would like to invite you to visit our college, not only for studying Vietnam’s economy but also to make friends, enjoy our food, and to understand more about our culture.
I believe that the collaboration between Faculty of Economics, Oita University and the College of Economics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi will be more fruitful and effective in the future.
Domo Arigato Gozai Mashita!

Thank you very much!

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nguyen Hong Son

